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NADM History

VNovember 2001 ïñTroikaò Meeting (US, CN, MX)

ÁAgree in principle to establish climate extremes monitoring 

partnership (*)

ÁFirst, develop monthly continental drought monitoring capabilities

ÁEventually assess long-term variability and trends in extremes (**)

VApril 2002 Workshop ïPlans for NADM

ÁOne day devoted to discussion on the new drought monitoring 

program for North America

VApril 2003 ïFirst experimental NADM map released to 

public

VNovember 2003 ïAddition of French and Spanish 

translations of map

(* NACEM)
(** National Climate Preparedness &

Potential IPCC Applications)
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NADM Participant Responsibilities

VResponsibilities & Procedure 

ÁEach country determines drought depiction & narrative within 

their national boundaries

ÁNADM lead authorship rotates amongst the participants

Á US:  NOAA (NCDC, CPC), USDA (JAWF), NDMC

Á Canada : AAFC, MSC

Á Mexico:  SMN

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/monitoring/drought/nadm/index.html

ÁNADM lead author integrates national 

drought assessments from each 

country, prepares continental monthly 

map & narrative

üContinental indicators used for 

international boundaries

ÁAll participants peer review product
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NADM Continental Drought Indicators

VThe NADM drought conditions in US, MX, CN are 

determined independently based on different data, 

indices, & analyses within each country

VDrought indices covering entire continent are needed

ÁSame indices, same analysis period, same methodologies

ÁThis consistency needed for depiction across international boundaries

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/monitoring/drought/nadm/index.html


