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Alberta is known for its recurrent droughts





ÅIn the early 1990 the province 

recognized the need for the formation 

of the Agricultural Drought Risk 

management Plan (ADRMP)



The AB Agriculture Drought Risk 

Management Plan (ADRMP) 

The plan provides a framework for a 

coordinated, pro-active approach to 

mitigate the effects of drought in the 

agricultural areas of Alberta. 

ÅPartners - Alberta Agriculture, Alberta 

Environment, AFSC, PFRA, Counties



Paradigm Shift

Drought Disaster Response

Drought Risk Management



ADRMP Plan Strategies

ÅDrought Monitoring and Reportingð

analysis :-severity, extent, onset, ending, 

forecast of drought

ÅDrought Preparednessð taking action before a 

drought to increase the level of readiness by all 

stakeholders. 

ÅDrought Responseð taking action during and 

immediately following a drought to reduce its impacts. 



ÅThe reporting system soon recognized the 
inadequacy of the existing weather data 
in the province

ÅInitiated the development of a Standard 
Automated weather station network 
across Alberta.



AB NRT drought monitoring 

weather stations network 

ÅStarted with 36 AGDM stations in 2002  

Currently 

The Alberta Agro-Meteorological Network

120 Stations 



History and Current Status

NRT 

Network

Before

2002

Agricultural 

area

had poor

coverage!



History and Current Status

Near Real Time Stations

-2002 to 2003 

ARD, Fedôs  

added 36 AGDM stations


